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Isa. 21:11; Ezek. 3:17-21
By Colin McKee

Introduction:

The task of a watchman: to watch for others, be on guard.
What if a watchman when asked, “What of the night™?
answered, “Well, | haven't been paying much attention,” or, “I
thought | saw something, but I'll check it out in the morning,”
or, “I heard some strange sounds, but so far 0.k.”? David was
anxiously waiting news from the watchman when Absalom
was slain ( 2 Sam. 18:24ff).

We Should Be Willing Watchmen.

A.
B.

C.
D

The night is dark with sin.

Saved people are called out of darkness (Col.1:13; 1
Pet.2:9).

Many love darkness rather than light (John.3:19-20).
Others are blinded by darkness.

1. To the nature and character of God (Acts 17).
2.  To the truth (John.8:32; 2 Cor. 4:4-6).

3. To God's claims (Col.1:16; Matt.4:10).

4. To the consequences of Judgment.

Men must be turned from darkness to light.

1. Life in darkness is unfruitful (Eph.5:11).

2. Lightis life and peace.

Obstacles To Being Watchmen.

o>

mo

The Jonah syndrome: “I don’t want to go.”

Play time: Entertainment, leisure, hobbies, sports, etc.
Over involvement: job, social life, club, education,
etc.

Not convinced that people are lost.

Not convinced that proclamation is necessary.

1. This was the message to Ezekiel.



2. YOU make the difference.
Conclusion How well am | watching? Am | a true
watchman?

Biographical Sketch

Colin and Ellen McKee spent many years working in
Indonesia. He currently preaches for the church in Cleveland,
AL, while also making annual work trips back to Indonesia and
translating materials into Medan, Indonesian.
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By Claude Lewis
The Mekong River Project

The Need

The Mekong River runs through six Southeast Asia
countries. Starting in China, it flows through Myanmar
(Burma), Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. In just two
countries, Cambodia and Vietnam, in the remote areas, there
are more than 15 million people that live on the river. These
people have never been reached by any religious group, hence,
these riverbank villages can hear the pure Gospel for the first
time, and for the first time they can receive healthcare. There
are no roads to these villages on the banks of the Mekong
River. The Cambodian Director for Health Planning confirms
the need for medical care in these remote areas.

The Opportunity

We are being welcomed and encouraged by the
Cambodian government to begin the River Boat project in their
country. Hopefully, the Viethamese Government will give their
permission soon. This will enable us to provide evangelistic
efforts, which will result in church planting, as well as give
extremely needed health care to these needy people. Local
brethren want to work with us in establishing churches on the
river. Already there are two groups of Christians that can be
reached by boat. One church of 100+ members is on a large
island in the middle of the Mekong River. This island, in the
Mekong River, has a population of 7000.

The Plan

Partners In Progress (PIP) has consistently provided




health care and Bible/English classes, which has permitted
the planting of churches in distressed areas all arounche
world. PIP has worked with local brethren in Cambodia and
with the health department officials on a national and local
level to formulate thiRRiver Boat Plan. In cooperation, they
have agreed to give immunizations from the boat clinic. They
recognize that the people have been unable to contact clinics in
the larger cities and towns. People will be attracted to the boat
and will learn the Gospel message

The Boat and Its Components

I.  The Boat will accommodate 20 to 24 workers, and have
a medical clinic with ten rooms, and it will have a
large room for lecturing and individual teaching. (See
description below).

A. The Clinic will include: dental room, ophthalmology,
laboratory, X-ray/Ultra sound, EKG, pharmacy, two
minor surgery rooms and two consultant rooms.

B. Accommodations: Double rooms with toilets and
showers in each state room, commercial kitchen.

C. Lecture Room: A 68 X 27’ lecture/teaching room
with Audio Visual Equipment.

II. Medical Evangelism

A. The boat will sail the Mekong River and stop at
towns and villages to provide healthcare to residents,
give “continuing education” to local health care
workers,and teach all people the Bible who seek
medication or medical care These are great
evangelistic opportunities, and they will lead to the
planting of many churchePRIP has a track record
of this type of church of planting in more than 20
nations.The new dimension will be doing it from a
boat, but the methodology has been tested and
proven to be an excellent way to plant churches

B. The boat is also a floating Bible School - Advanced
Bible Training. The boat will provide the local
Christians an opportunity to be taught by visiting
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American teachers and resident missionaries. Sunset
School of Preaching has agreed to provide teachers
on a regular basis, and others are showing a great
interest.

1. Vietnamese Christians can cross into Cambodia
and attend Bible training seminars, which will
strengthen the underground church in Vietnam.
We have conducted Bible training seminars in
Vietnam since 1995, but these have had to be
conducted in secret, and under less than ideal
circumstances. Vietnamese brethren can travel
from Vietham to Cambodia to study with
missionaries in Cambodia.

2. Christians from the river villages and towns
will be given the opportunity to board the boat
for regularly Bible classes scheduled and
leadership training. This will allow them to
receive training without leaving their farms,
and jobs, to go to the city, from which few
people return.

Advantages of the
Boat Approach, in summary:

This is the only feasible way to reach the people along the
Mekong River.

We can accomplish these things:

1. Go to where the people are.

2. Proclaim the Gospel and plant churches among those who
have not been evangelized.

3. The Boat will generate much interest in, and good will, for
the church.

4. The Boat is moveable and not just tied to one location like
a building.

5. The government is anxious for us to begin and has
promised to provide some assistance.

6. It is economically sound. The villagers can build a
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thatched-roof church building in one day. (The cost of
building and maintaining the Boat is nominal compared to
the cost of a building that would provide the same
capabilities).

7. The Boat can be moved to other areas when deemed
necessary.

8. The plan is to keep the Boat at the same village/town until
ten men have been baptized, and are capable to take the
lead in conducting worship. Then, we will move the Boat to
another village/town.

9. Return visits to these newly established churches will be
done periodicallyto build up the congregation in the “most
holy faith.”

Show the Ship of Life DVD

Here is an article about Bill McDonough’s optimism of
Cambodia, which was written fours years ago.

People Are Being Baptized
by the Hundreds in Cambodia

“It Is the Greatest
Evangelism Effort Since Pentecost”

Bill McDonough urgently needs assistance for the
tremendous mission opportunities in Cambodia, which keep on
booming! Bill says it is the greatest work he has seen in his
many years of preaching and planting churches worldwide.
Notice these thingsl) 600 Muslims were baptized in
January; 2) 57 were baptized as a result of a medical mission
clinic in March of this year (2004), and many more since then.
3) Bill, himself, baptized 35 in one day and 22 in another day;
baptisms are almost daily; and most of them are MusHins.
We can meet the challengef reaching the masses of people
(7 million) that live along theMekong River. The Mekong
flows through six Southeast Asia countries: China, Myanmar
(Burma), Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietham.

With a boat on the Mekong River we can accomplish at
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least three things:First, we can go to where the people are,
teach them Jesus Christ and His church, and give them
healthcare.Second by the power of the Gospel, plant
churches among people who have never been evangelized.
Third, the Boat will provide medical treatment and
medications, and will generate interest for the church, opening
their hearts to the good news of the Gospel.

Here are some Needs, Objectives and Goals
for Cambodia and the Mekong River Boat:

1. There is a great need for more people to go teach and train
new converts. Our missionary, Bob Berard, says, “We
could start a new congregation every week if there was a
way to follow-up.” (Bob Berard is now dead. He was killed
instantly in a head on collision with another motorcycle, as
he was returning from a *“circlet riding” trip to village
churches.)

2. During the medical mission campaign in April, 2004, 52
were baptized. Since then 18 more, as a direct result of the
medical clinic, have obeyed the gospel. In January, 600
Muslims were baptized, and in April, in one day, 35 more
were baptized. People are being baptized daily and we must
take advantage of it immediately.

3. Denominational churches have invited us (American
teachers) to preach and teach them. Denominational
preachers are asking to study with us. A Buddhist monk
was converted in February.

4. Bob Berard was training 16 young men to preach, at the
time of his death, and was sending them out as soon as they
were ready to assist the newly established congregations.

Bill McDonough wrote a letter in
July, 2004 about successes in Cambodia.

“The work here is continuing to go welllOO were
baptized last weekat the location where | went to teach the
weekend before we returned to Little Rock. That is
congregation #8 and five of them have been established since

12



our medical campaign in March. We have more then 30
studying WEI with us now and some good prospects among
them.

Finally, we bought an old jeep to get us around. We were
hindered by a lack of transportation. If it will hold up, we can
go 2 days a week to the countryside to preach and follow-up on
the new congregations. We have plans for the Muslim
community where the 600 were baptized but can’t go there
until after the elections....”

At the present time, March, 2008

There are 15 major humanitarian projects in Cambodia.
These have opened, and continue to open, the hearts of the
people. The Khmer people have suffered multiple wars and
horrible destruction by their own dictator, Pol Pot, to the extent
that they have lost all hope. They are looking for something
that has real hope, and the Gospel of Christ offers them hope.

Partners In Progress
Humanitarian Projects in Cambodia

1) The Ship of Life is now in full operation on the
Mekong River. It is serving the poorest of the poor with
medical treatment, 135 per dagest of all, thousands are
being taught the Gospel.

2) The nutrition project for children, which is now
feeding 1500 children that are malnourished. The government
has reported that forty-seven percent of all children under the
age of 12 are malnourished. By our own testing, Sixty-two
percent are malnourished. We are now feeding more than 1500
of these children, three times a week, and are hoping to put
another truck into action to feed that many more, possibly
three-times as many more.

Show Nutrition DVD

3) Drilling of water wells for villages so they can have
fresh and clean water.
4) A three-mile water canalto transport water for several
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villages, assisting 416 farmers and families. The water comes
from the Tonle Sap River. With this canal, the farmers can
produce more than one crop of rice each year.

5) Villagers are being trained in drip irrigation that will
provide a balanced diet for their families. A small garden can
produce enough food to feed a family of 12 during the dry
season. There are only two seasons in Southeast Asia, 6 month:
of wet weather (rainy weather, and when it rains, it pours,) and
6 months of dry weather, when it hardly ever rains.)

6) The churches in the countryside are baptizing
precious souls at an alarming rate, an average of 30 per
month - one a day.

7) In Phnom Penh, the Capital Citthe English/Bible
School is teaching university students, seventy in number,
Englishby using the Bible as a textjn conjunction with the
World English Institute Books. While we were there in 2006,
seven of our students were baptized. All of these were
Buddhists who faced the danger of ridicule and rejection by
their families, friends and work associates. This great prigect
in danger of being closed, because of a lack of long-term
leadership. If any of you, at this May Missionary Retreat, are
looking for an ideal place to serve, please meet with me
sometime during this Retreat. When | say “ideal,” | mean the
English/Bible School,is in the Partners In Progress Center,
which has 5 bedrooms with private baths, all rooms are air
conditioned; a house cleaner is provided so teachers and the
director do not have to clean toilets, nor their rooms; a
wonderful cook prepares the meals. The Partners In Progress
house is a beautiful, 3 story building in one of the best
neighborhoods in Phnom Penh.

Show English Bible School DVD

8) The Bible College of Cambodias a school designed
to train young men to preach. It is under the direction of the
Sunset of School Preaching. This college is the secret to the
masses of people being baptized in the villages. Young men,
new Christians, study in this college daily, some on weekends,
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and return to their homeland to preach on Sundays. Young
women are also being trained to teach classes and assist the
mothers and ladies in the villages to bring their “children up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” In the last four years,
there has been an average of one convert per day.

9) Leadership training: Missionaries from the
Philippians conduct semi-annual, hands-on leadership training
in villages where churches are well established. These seminars
provide spiritual growth for young Christians.

10) An orphanage has been builto house 25 homeless
children.

11) Annual Medical Mission Teamscome to Cambodia
to give free medical care to the poorest of the poor. These
teams come largely from America, but also from France,
Germany and other European countries.

12) The Back to school program is working wonders in
the villages Children who have never gone to school regularly
are now going. They are being supplied uniforms, which are
required, and shoes, books and supplies to attend school.

13) Bible related booksare being translated into the
Khmer language to help supply in-depth study for serious Bible
studentsTopical Index to the Bible, which lists 2000 topics
and related Scripturedvhy | am a Member of the Church
of Christ, Daily Devotional Guide for Christians, six World
English Institute Correspondence Lesson Books, and
Thirteen Bible Class Quarterlies have been translated into
Khmer.

14) A church has been established in Phnom Penh,
which is a direct result of the English/Bible Schoollt meets
in the Partners In Progress Center.

15) Teaching God’'s Word is the primary focus, with
English/Bible classes being offered eight hours a day from in
the PIP Teaching center Phnom Penh. Cambodia suffered
the loss of every teacher in the country by the revolutionary
army under Pol Pot, but the younger generation has “picked
up” enough English to speak it well enough to take English
Communication classes. The youth know the need of learning

15



English to get good jobsslobal University will be working

with us, which will allow the brighter students to take courses
via the Internet. David Chesser has set up computers so these
bright students can take advantage of further study.
Scholarships will be givento some students and others will

be able to take a college course for as little as $blore
people are needed to come and teach.

Show Overall View DVD

Some people have given enough funds to buy Bibles for
these new converts grounding the 600 converted from
Islam (mentioned above) in the faith, bilousands of more
Bibles are need.The cost per Bible is $4.00. Bible classes in
local congregations can take part in supplying Bibles.

Biographical Sketch

Claude and Madge Lewis served in located work with
churches in the US before becoming fully involved in foreign
missions with Partners in Progress.
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By Don Petty

We have lost our confidence, passion and urgency. The
following may help us regain it. The following church
‘framework’ would provide a guide at which to aim for a
doctrinally-sound and productive church for the coming year.
The framework here visualized will consist of nine parts.
The Member Study Program.
Adult Work Program
Children’s Classes.
Sermon Plans.
Overall Minister/Preacher Program.
Youth Minister Program.
Involved Family.
Benevolent Program.
Missions.
This is not a program like the ones that past congregations
have adopted; rather, it is a ‘revitalized’ framework of the
Lord’s church. It is not expected to be a favorite among all
leaders or members; in fact, it may interfere with the idwar
apathetic, non-passionate mentality of many of us in these days
of declining membership. That very fact should bring us back
to an urgency to know God’s will and work to obey His word
and further His great cause.
I.  The Member Study Program.

A. A few ‘perpetual’ classes should be considered and

adopted in the education plans.
1. One quarter: OT Survey (addressing OT
passages having a bearing on Christ).

B. One quarter: NT Survey (scope of NT).

1. One quarter: Greek Fundamentals for NT
Study.

©CoNorwhE
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VI.

18

2.  One quarter: Personal Work (How to bring
souls to Christ.)
C. Elders encourage members to take these courses first
year of their membership.
D. Produce programs of these courses on DVDs for
individual or group study.
E. The Six NT Version reading and study
program/schedule encouraged.
Adult Work Program: each member would be
encouraged to get involved in programs of
work/ministries taken from Matt 25; Rom 12 and 13;
Matt 28: 19-20.
Children’s Classes would be focused on the New
Testament (75% NT, 25 % OT).

. Sermon Plan would focus 75% NT, 25% OT (and OT

only as it relates to the NT church).

A. Sunday AM preaching Christ and the Gospel as
found in the Gospels and Acts.

B. Sunday AM preaching on Christian living as found in
the Letters and Revelation.

C. Wednesday Teaching: 25% OT, 50% NT, 25%
topical issues.

Overall Preacher/Minister Program: Among the

Brethren and “In the Community.”

A. All ministers given to their primary task (pulpit,
involvement, youth, singles, etc).

B. All ministers devote a minimum of one day per week
actively teaching the lost.

C. Elders visit the sick and the members to actively
carry out ministries.

D. Preachers frequently present lessons on the family.

Youth Minister Program.

A. Teach the New Testament thoroughly and very
actively.

B. Participate in Outreach Training and Application.

C. Enjoy years of youth with other Christians and in



Christian activities.
D. Developing the character of active, passionate, NT,
mission-minded Christians.
VII. Family Maintain Responsibility for the Growth of
Their Children in the Church.
A. Families must maintain strong, active involvement
with youth program.
B. The congregation’s adult education program would
include a parenting class.
C. Family and Youth Minister cooperation would best
benefit the children.
D. Elders insist the Youth Minister not usurp parental
authority over the youth.
Encourage always interaction with church and her
activities.
F. Parents always talk favorably about the Lord, the
church, elders and ministers.
Open doors of homes to youth activities.
Training within family circle, impressing children
before they leave home.
1. Guide them to study intently the New
Testament.
2. Let them know they are expected to tell lost
people about Jesus.
3.  Firmly plant the fact that God is the absolute
authority in all life.
4. Let them realize the blessing of praying when
they are alone.
5. Challenge them to serve the Lord in their own,
defined way.
6. Give them the example to be at church at all
services.
7. Read Bible stories to them when they are
young from NT most of the time (reading the
NT through over and over, filling in OT stories
~1/4 of the reading time). Point is to stréiss
OT is for learning; the NT for living

m

I ®
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VIII.
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Benevolence Program to Help People Physically

and Reach Their Souls for Christ.

A.

B.

Answer the Lord’s directions in Matthew 25: 31-46

with obedience.

Deacons ensure the commands are executed.

1. Deacon and team over “bringing in strangers.”

2. Deacon and team over “clothing the naked.”

3. Deacon and team over “feeding the hungry.”

4 Deacon and team over “giving water to the
thirsty.”

5. Deacon and team over “visiting the sick.”

6. Deacon and team over “visiting prisoners.”

Charge the recipient of the benevolence to study with

a teacher, come to worship, and obey Christ and the

words of the New Testament.

Give tracts or Bibles as they go and seek out those

subject to any of the above.

Continue current methods of doing benevolence—

homes, soup kitchens, etc.

Consider among the acts of benevolence the

instructions in Romans 12, 13 as well as all New

Testament passages related to helping others.

Integrate this deacon and member’s work with efforts

of evangelism and teaching the community.

Address how we answer Christ's directions to help

people as His Elect People.

1. Individual members—as we uncover oppor-
tunities.

2. Congregation—develop programs to address
the needs.

3.  Single man on the street in need.

4.  City or community needs.

5. As a nation of people, what is the obligation of
members?

6. To the world, what is the obligation of the
individual or congregation?



7.

IX. Missions.

In our mission fields—missionary obligation,
member at home obligation?

A. How we make our own members mission-positive.

1.
2.
3.

4.

Teaching adults missions from Scripture.
Training our young to be mission-positive.
Mission Learning Center (all ages 3 years'to 8
grade).

Young Emissary Missions Apprentice Program
(High School).

B. Plan programs from some of these examples.

1.

© N o

10.

There is

Local door knocking, giving them information
about the church and ways to learn about
Christ.

Giving away brochures and teaching materials
and even Bibles.

Bible Correspondence Course material given
out within community.

Printed material: support the spreading of the
Word by helping workers who do thaiFhe
Voice of Truth InternationalWinona, MS or
Eastern European Missions, Dallas, Texas
(www.eem.org).

Radio programs: support with funds all sound
outreach programs, worldwide.

TV programs: with financial support.

Preacher Training Schools.

Send, support, oversee missionaries going “into
all the world” to preach.

Mission Campaigns in groups going anywhere
in the world.

New congregation being established by groups
of Christians where a congregation of the
Lord’s people does not exist, U.S. or foreign.

no question that this type of program is not

adopted generally in our congregations, and many programs of
work and study are no doubt acceptable to God. This
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Visualization is one however that will address many of the
issues in our brotherhood that have contributed to our decline
in membership since 2003.

Biographical Sketch

Don and Sylvia Petty worked in Lahore, Pakistan and
Teheran, Iran as missionaries. Don’s career was with Frito-Lay
before retirement. He serves now as a consultant in the “snack”
industry, while investing much of his time in church work.
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By DON L. NORWOOD

Culture:

A. You probably will experience some culture shock.

B. Remember you are in their country and must respect
their customs. Such as: eating, their way of dressing,
their kind of music, in India the women always sit on
the opposite side of the room from the men.

C. Be careful what you say about their customs and their
country. Remember Psalm 34:13, “Keep your tongue

from evil...” and Romans 12:16, “Condescend to
men of low estate.’.“Honor all men...” (1 Pet.
2:17).

Food:

A. Do not complain about the food.

B. Be careful about what you eat, and especially be
careful about drinking water out of the tap or a well.

Try Always to Be Thoughtful and Kind:

A. For example when a taxi driver irritates you, be
careful how you react and what you say. Remember
“Be angry but do not sin...” (Eph. 4:26).

. Make No Promises That You May Not Be Able to

Keep:

A. To make promises that you cannot keep makes you
look foolish, and they lose respect for you.

Be Careful How You Dispense Money:

A. Nearly all people would like to have more money;
however, you are not there to spread money about,
but to teach people how to become Christians and
how to live the Christian life.

23



VI. You Are There to Preach and Teach the Gospel of

Christ:

A. God’'s commandments to us is: “Preach the word: be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim.
4:2).

B. Try to instill in your students a deep and abiding
respect for the authority of the Scriptures.

C. Teach them to prove everything by God’'s Word.
Remember (1 Peter 4:11; 1 John 4: |-6).

D. Immediately teach new converts how to worship in
spirit and in truth.

E. Teach them that they must be doers of the Word and
not just hearers only (Jam. 1:22).

F. Teach them that God expects them to grow in His
grace and knowledge of His Word (2 Pet. 3:18).

VII. Importance of Love:

A. Nothing is acceptable to the Lord unless the motive is
love (1 Cor. 13:1-4).

B. One can only prove his or her love for the Lord by
obeying His commandments (John 14:15, 23).
Remember John 13:35 & 1 Cor. 16:22.

VIIIL. Teach Them to Give to the Lord’s Work:

A. At the beginning, teach them to give as individuals as
the Lord’'s Word teaches (1 Cor. 16:1,2; 1 Cor. 9:7-
14; Acts 20:7; 2 Cor. 8:1-5; 2 Cor. 9: 6-12).

IX. As a Bible Teacher, Remember:
A. 2Tim 2:4-26.
B. Be gentle, patient, kind but teach the truth.

Biographical Sketch

Don Norwood has worked with churches in the State of
Texas throughout his years as a preacher of the Gospel. Thirty
years ago he made his first trip to South India. He became
deeply involved with P.R. Swamy and the work among the
Tamil speaking people in the state of Tamil Nadu, making
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annual trips alone or with Ned Royal, one of the elders of the
Pleasanton church, and now with his son, Mike Norwood
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By Jeremy Barrier

| remember the first time | traveled to India. | was 15-
years-old, wide-eyed and curious as to the new smells, sights
and sounds | experienced all around me. One of the curious
facts that | learned after being on this trip in India was that
Christianity was perceived by many people in Asia as a
religion of the “West.” More specifically, it was clearly a
foreign “American” religion, in contrast to the numerous
religions of the “East,” which included Buddhism, Jainism,
Hinduism, Islam, Zoroastrianism and Sikhism, to name a few
(all of which are firmly established in India).

| found this thinking to be puzzling when | considered that
Christianity was born in Palestine, its roots embedded in
Judaism, a religion of the Ancient Near East, not the West. It
took me ten years to put some of the history of Christianity
together, and to finally understand how these historical
movements are now affecting global Christianity. Allow me to
explain.

As primitive Christianity—born in  Jerusalem in
approximately A.D. 33 with the outpouring of God’s Holy
Spirit on the apostles—was continuing to grow, in a short time
it swept through the whole of the Roman World. Constantine,
as the Emperor of Rome, embraced the new religion in the year
313 A.D. Christians had come out of persecution and were no
longer worshipping in their homes. Instead, impressive church
buildings were being built everywhere, in Palestine, North
Egypt, Italy, Asia Minor, Persia and even in lower Germania
(modern day Germany).

Sadly, along with rapid growth in numbers came an
increasing weakening of commitment to the teachings of the
New Testament. Factions—heresies—arose because of
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differences in doctrines and beliefs, and much of the original
church moved toward apostasy.

Naturally, as doctrine was adapted to suit the people, and
often to incorporate surrounding pagan beliefs, it became
increasingly popular to convert to “Christianity.” This
incredible and unceasing growth continued to the point that
centers of Christianity were emerging everywhere throughout
the known world. The expansion continued unchecked until
two major factors arose:

One, the Roman Empire was diminishing, and with it, the
governmental tool influencing the spread of Christianity.
Undoubtedly, as the larger part of “Christianity” moved further
from God, God’s providential support of its spread was
changing.

Two, in the year 622, a very important religious, military
and political figure began uniting the Arab world. His name
was Muhammad, and in the year 622, he left Mecca on his
Hijra, eventually residing in modern-day Medina, and
beginning the Muslim community. United under their one god,
Allah (originally, one of the pagan gods of the tribal Arabs),
Muslims professed the belief that “there is no God but Allah,
and Muhammad is the prophet of God.”

As Islam began to spread, it did not take long for the
centers of Christianity to be affected by this growth. In 638,
Jerusalem fell. In the year 640, Caesarea fell. And then
Alexandria, Egypt (642), Persia (650), Carthage (697), the
greater part of Spain (715), only to be checked by Charles
Martel of Tours (France) in 732. In the year 846, Rome was
sacked by Muslims, Sicily became a Muslim state in 902, and
finally Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453 A.D.

During these years, the apostate form of Christianity, the
Roman Catholic Church, had dominated the Western scene,
while true Christians and churches of Christ were a small,
scattered minority, persecuted by the Pope of Rome as
“heretics” because they refused to acknowledge him as head of
the church.

The continued rapid expansion of Islam did two things:
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First, Christianity in the East dwindled down to ashes and
smoldering embers, struggling to keep from becoming extinct
in those parts of the world. Even the great strongholds of the
Faith in Egypt diminished. A testimony to this is the death of
the Coptic language, a language developed in the 3rd century
A.D. by Christians as a new form of the Egyptian language,
Demotic.

This extreme and overwhelming growth of Islam largely
destroyed most of what is known as “Eastern” Christianity,
leaving the faith to survive primarily in Europe. The only
direction for Christianity to grow by the beginning of the
Middle Ages was North and West, at least until the 15th
century. Therefore, Christianity became a “Western” religion,
learning to adapt and make a new home outside of Persia and
Palestine, and settling firmly in the modern-day nations of
Spain, Germany and France, and eventually being strengthened
again in ltaly.

However, the history doesn’t stop there. In the year 1492,
the First Catholic Missionary Movement began with the launch
of Christopher Columbus to accomplish several things for
Ferdinand Il of Aragon (modern-day Spain) and Isabella, his
wife and queen.

Columbus’ goal was (1) to spread the Catholic faith, (2) to
find Christians that had become disconnected from the church
universal (Roman Catholic Church), and (3) to politically and
economically expand the reach of the Catholic Church into
unknown regions. Therefore, the Catholic Church allowed
Spain to have everything to the West, and Portugal could have
everything to the East. It didn't take long for Roman
Catholicism (along with Colonialism) to overtake the West, but
there was less success in the Far East.

The momentum for the spread of the Christian faith had
become so great in the Americas, though, that by the time th
Reformation Movement had been firmly established in the
world, American missionaries along with European Protestant
missionaries were able to launch a Second Protestant
Missionary Movement. This effort to reach the world began
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300 years after Columbus, with William Carey’'s decision to
move to India to do mission work in 1792.

As | considered the facts that | have presented in a
sweeping survey, | began to reflect upon the contemporary face
of the world, and | saw a “western” Christianity, and an
“eastern” world of other religions. However, as time continued
to pass, the world balance continued to shift. Change was in the
air, and something was happening. | think this change had not
become fully apparent to me until | read an article by Evertt W
Huffard in the Restoration Quarterly that taught me several
things.

The dramatic shifts in Christianity were now undeniable. It
is estimated that the entire body of believers, defined loasely
“Christian,” is increasing in Africa at a rate of 23,000 per day,
while the numbers of church members in North America are
decreasing by 6,000 per day. During 2003, the Roman Catholic
strongholds of Spain, France, Italy and Poland had fewer new
Catholic converts than the Philippines alone. Some estimates
are even projecting that China, with a population of over 1
billion people, is going to be one-fourth “Christian” in 50
years. If that becomes the case, then China will be thestarg
“Christian” nation in the world!

In combination with these statistics is the fact that Europe,
the traditional home of Christianity for 1000 years, is covered
with beautiful and magnificent church buildings—raised in the
honor and praise of Yahweh—that are now being turned into
museums because few people are coming to worship in their
auditoriums. One must admit that Europe is now what we call a
“Post-Christian” society, and North America is only a step
behind. Godlessness, in the form of humanism and gross
immorality, has become the new religion of the Western world.

As | reflect upon the growth of the church of Christ, | have
heard estimates of 1 million-plus Christians in India, passing 1
million Christians in Africa, and now 1.1 to 1.3 million
Christians in North America. The apparent facts form a
discouraging picture. Yet, | do not think that I truly understood
the dire condition of the North American Church until | heard
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it in October 2006 from the mouth of a powerful and effective
man of God in South India by the name of P.R. Swamy.
Brother Swamy boldly stood before a room full of 200 local
evangelists and international preachers and teachers and
brought us to tears when he cried out that the Christians of
South India intend to begin sending missionaries to North
America by the year 2010!

As | think back to the first time | heard that Christianity
was a “Western” religion, | was somewhat offended that the
“East” had denied its Christian roots. Now, this is no longer the
case. The “East” is embracing the Christian faith, while Europe
and North America have become the accepted home to
thousands of second and third generation Hindus and Muslims
as the face of Christianity continues to shift. If the indications
are correct, Christianity is in the process of leaving the Western
world to find another home. My question is this: If this is what
| see in my lifetime, what will my children see in the next
generation?.et us work and pray!

Biographical Sketch

Jeremy Barrier is a missions evangelist for the North
Carolina Church of Christ and an Instructor in Bible at
Heritage Christian University, Florence, Alabama
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6 2

By Randal Matheny

Introduction

In the midst of preparing this speech, | received a mission
report from India which began with these words:

In addition to training faithful native brethren to
preach the word of God, successful mission work
will also utilize every scriptural means to spread the
gospel. For example, as the apostles taught publicly
and from house to house (Acts 5:42; 20:20), today we
need house to house Bible studies and also public
preaching to reach the lost. Home Bible studies and
public gospel meetings aséll very effective means
converting the lost, especially in relatively receptive
villages like Ramnathpuram. Spreading the gospel via
the printed page is alsofruitful wayof spreading the
gospel of Christ.

This missionary uses the language of success, effectiveness anc
fruitfulness. His report began with a snippet from Colossians
1:10, “bearing fruit in every good work."These are good
emphases, proper considerations for those engaged in mission
endeavors.

The missionaries | know want to be successful, or fruitful,
in their work, because they want to glorify God. They want to
be effectivé in their work, because they know John 15:8 by

1Dennis Johnson, “Visit to Ramnathpuram,” PDF doenm “2008
Koduvai-Karur Trip South,” 1 April 2008.

Effective” means producing or having the power toduce an intended
or expected effect or result. The term effectiveesses the actual
production of or the power to produce an effect.neiGlossary.com
defines the term as “doing the right things rightheasurement of the
results of effort rather than the effort itself.”
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heart, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear muct fr
and so prove to be my disciples” (ESV). The missionaries |
know have accepted the calling of Christ that the Lord
mentioned in verse 16, “You did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that remains,
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give
you.”

Then, the theme of this retreat and the topic of this hour
are good for the kingdom of God and deserve our attention. So
we ask the questionWhat makes missions effective?”

Eternity

First, our mission efforts will be effective when people are
saved for eternity. God who is eternal is concerned with eternal
things.

Recently, the brawny Chuck Norris showed his brains in
an essay on aging. He wrote:

Dr. Anthony Campolo once did a study in which 50
people over the age of 95 were asked, “If you could live
your life over again, what would you do differently?”
An array of responses came from these eldest of senior
citizens. However, three answers constantly surfaced far
more than others. If | had it to do over again, | would
reflect more. If |1 had it to do over again, | would risk
more. If | had it to do over again, | would do more
things that would live on after | am de#d.

To be effective in missions, we need to do more things that will
live on after we are dead. After our children have passed on.
After the world has screeched to a halt. After humanity has
entered eternity.

Voltaire said that “the best is the enemy of the good.”
When it comes to effective missions, however, the good can be
the enemy of the best. There are many good things to do in this
world, from saving whales and polar bears to teaching literacy

*www.townhall.com/Columnists/ChuckNorris/2008/04/08/ charlton_hest
on,_ kirk_douglas_and_aging_well
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to combating the AIDS epidemic to disaster relief. As good as
these and other efforts may be, they do not represent the
mission of God in this world. The purpose of the eternal God is
to save eternally.

Jesusworked for eternal results.Jesus’ whole purpose
was to give His earthly life for man’s eternal life. @avoman
tired of doing things that would not live on after her death, our
Lord declared, “But whoever drinks some of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty again, but the water that |
will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing
up to eternal life” (John 4:14).

The Lord could have done great things if He had accepted
the petition drive to “Draft-Jesus-as-King.” However, He
constantly declined, refused, said no, in order to pursue His
plan for eternal salvation. As a boy, He was in His Father’'s
house, concerned with His Father’'s business. When His time
came, His vision was unclouded. “Now when the days drew
near for him to be taken up, Jesus set out resolutely to go to
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). Jesus’ resolve remained firm, from
beginning to end, because He had in mind to do the one thing
that would live on after His death.

Thus, it is that the Hebrews writer thought in eternal terms
when speaking of Jesus, declaring that “he became the source
of eternal salvation to all who obey him” (Heb. 5:9) and that
“by his own blood ...he himself secured eternal redemption”
(Heb. 9:12).

Paul and Peter worked for eternal resulthe apostle
Paul did things that would live on after he was gone. He wrote,
“So | endure all things for the sake of those chosen by God,
that they too may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus and its
eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:10). Yes, Paul was always thinking of
“the outcome, eternal life” (Rom. 6:22 NASB).

As all the disciples of Jesus, Peter was also a forward-
looking, eternity-minded preacher. Salvation for him was very
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much a future everit‘a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). It is this future salvation that ie"goal

of your faith—the salvation of your souls” (v. 9). So, we
should not be surprised that in his second epistle, Peter thought
not of the kingdom only as the church in its present-day
manifestation, but he considered the future heavenly kingdom,
and of the need to make every effort to gain “an entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
[which] will be richly provided for you” (2 Pet. 1:11).

It is not only the apocalyptic angel who flies with “an
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to
every nation, tribe, language, and people.” Like that angel, we
declare: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has arrived, and worship the one who made heaven
and earth, the sea and the springs of water!” (Rev. 14:6-7).

It is a fallacy to say that a man cannot respond to the
message of the Gospel on an empty stomach. Obviously, God’s
people will go about doing good as did their Masteut they
know the power of the Gospel to save every person whatever
his state or physical condition.

Yes, our purpose is spiritual, just as “Christ also suffered
once for sins, the just for the unjust,liong you to Godpy
being put to death in the flesh, but by being made alive in the
spirit” (1 Pet 3:18).

Effective missions, then, works to evangelize and save, in the
light of eternity.

“Theological Dictionary of the NT8: 995-96. G.E. Ladd calls it
“eschatological salvation"Teologia do NT551-52).

God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with pawele went around
doing good and healing all who were oppressed bydiwvil, because
God was with him” (Acts 10:38). Caution should besreised not to
limit doing good to physical well-being. See 1 Ch0:33, “I do not seek
my own benefit, but the benefit of many, so thaytimay be saved.”
Doing good includes the proclamation of the Gogp#tt. 5:16; 1 Pet.
2:11-12).
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Fidelity

Second, our missions efforts will be effective when saints
are faithful until the end. Faithfulness has become an archaic
word, a quaint concept in the world. In Brazil, we hear it only
in ads for ecartao fidelidade a “faithfulness card,” to be used
in participating stores where, supposedly, the more one buys
the more one saves. In Brazil, politicians are not faithful to
their parties, but jump ship when it appears advantageous.
Husbands often keep lovers and sometimes an entire second
family under wraps. In face of such infidelity in the world, the
challenge is great to practice and teach faithfulness.

Jesus and FaithfulnessJesus called faithfulnessne of
the weightier matters of the law (Matt. 23:23)lo doubt, it
constitutes one of the weightier matters of the Gospel as well
Jesus prayed for Simon’s faith, or faithfulness, under trial
(Luke 22:31-32). He assures us of the faithfulness of God, that
He will give justice speedily to His chosen ones who cry out to
Him day and night. The question is not about God, but man.
“Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith
on earth?” (Luke 18:7-8). His praise is reserved for the “good
and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21, 23).

Faithfulness of BelieversOn the basis of being a faithful
believer in the Lord, Lydia appealed to Paul and company in
Philippi to stay in her home (Acts 16:15), and thus overcame
their practical reluctance to accept her hospitality. Pathef
fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness (Gal. 5:22-23).

To say someone was faithful was a high compliment.
Timothy was a faithful son to Paul (1 Cor. 4:17). Paul styled

% Faithfulness” is one of the possible translatiohthe Greek wordistis,

“faith.” Context determines the sense of the tenmaigiven text. In
Matt. 23:23 it is translated “faithfulness” in NASESV, NET, NIV,
NAB, McCord, or as “fidelity” in NAB; as “faith” inNKJV, NRSV,
NLT, HCSB, Harold Littrell's ESB.

"What did Jesus mean by “faithfulness” in Matt. Z22he TDNT says he
indicated “faithfulness in human dealings” (VI: 304The Traducao
Ecuménica da Bibligrefers “faithfulness to the fundamental demands
of the law.”
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Tychicus as “the beloved brother and faithful minister in the
Lord” (Eph. 6:21). He called Epaphras “our beloved fellow
servant” and “a faithful minister of Christ” (Col. 4:7). In the
same letter, he described Onesimus as “our faithful and
beloved brother” (Col 4:9). Peter regarded Silvanus as “a
faithful brother” (1 Pet. 5:12). Gaius’ hospitality to itinerant
preachers called forth John’s praise as “a faithful thing you do
in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they(8re”
John 5 ESV).

Paul’'s purpose on his second missionary journey was to
confirm the converts in their faith. After the Jerusalem meeting
over the issue of circumcision, “Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let’s
return and visit the brothers in every town where we
proclaimed the word of the Lord to see how they are doing”
(Acts 15:36). Perhaps because of the purpose of this journey,
Paul was loathe to take on board Barnabas’ cousin John Mark,
who had not shown constancy when he turned back on the first
journey. After choosing Silas, Paul “passed through Syria and
Cilicia, strengthening the churches” (Acts 15:41). He told the
Thessalonians that he had sent Timothy to them “to establish
and exhort you in your faith” (1 Thess. 3:2).

Epistles of Faithfulness.Many of the New Testament
epistles were written to this end. Paul wrote to the Galatians
who were tempted to return to legalistic attempts at
justification rather than remain faithful to the message of the
cross. Colossians was written to keep the saints from falling
prey to a syncretistic religion. Hebrews is a treatisestoish
Christians comparing the Law of Moses and the Gospel, to
show the superiority of the latter in every way, so they would
not give up the faith and return to Judaism. The General
Epistles often deal with the danger of apostasy or
unfaithfulness. James seeks to steer disciples to constant
orthopraxis® the proper obedience upon which salvation
depends. In his first letter, Peter encouraged Christians not to

80r, othopraxy, meaning “correct action,” as comgate orthodoxy,
“correct doctrine.”
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give up the mission of God in the midst of persecution; his
second letter urged constancy in doctrine. In his letters, John
also showed concern that his children in the faith and brothers
and sisters in God’s family not be shaken from their certainty
of eternal life. Jude echoed Peter's doctrinal warnings in his
urgency to “to encourage [his beloved friends] to contend
earnestly for the faith” (v. 3). John’s Revelation trumpets the
sovereignty of God and rolls back the curtains of heaven to
show Christians who were wavering under persecution that
faithfulness will be rewarded. “Remain faithful even to the
point of death,” he urges, “and | will give you the crown that is
life itself” (2:10).

To hear about large numbers of baptisms is wonderful
news, but such reports are no guarantee of an effective work.
One American preacher took a short-term preaching trip to a
former Russian territory and returned with glowing stories of
many conversions. He returned again the next year, unable to
find any of the converts still faithful from his previous tour.
Those results he did not publish.

Faithfulness and DependenceThe faithfulness of the
saints depends upon the faithfulness of God. An effective
ministry, therefore, will cultivate dependence upon God rather
than upon the missionary or preacher. Paul made it clear, even
though he was an apostle, that the faith of those to whom he
preached was in God. To the Corinthians he wrote, “I do not
mean that we rule over your faith, but we are workers with you
for your joy, because by faith you stand firm” (2 Cor. 1:24).
Constantly, he and other servants of God insisted that faith was
focused in God.

When Barnabas went to Antioch, “he exhorted them all to
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose” (Acts
11:23). His presence there may have been a positive factor
when “a great many people were added to the Lord” (v. 24), as
he reinforced their dependence on the Lord rather than on his
abilities and capabilities. Though he was “a good man, full of

1 Tim. 1:8; Phile. 5; cf. also Heb. 6:1; Jas. 2:Pet. 1:21; Rev. 14:12.
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the Holy Spirit and of faith” (v. 24), his presence did not
overshadow the Antiochan Christians nor intimidate them, but
spurred them on to greater growth. This is effective missions.

It may be, however, that our practice does not jive with our
stated intentions of cultivating in others a faith in God. How
may this dependence be cultivated in practical ways? Here are
some starter ideas:

1. The minister should avoid being the answer man, but
teach others how to find for themselves the answers to
their spiritual and biblical questions. A very basic
approach is to teach others how to use a concordance.

2. Financial dependence, especially on the mission field,
implies more than economic reliance upon the minister.
He should resist the temptation to put people on salary
coming from foreign funds.

3. Strategic absences may give converts the opportunity to
test their faith when they are on their own. If short-term
mission trips may be ineffective by lack of presence,
long-term, full-time missions may short-circuit
effectiveness by being too much presént.

4. The minister should be content with less than perfect
performance of duties in the various areas of service.
He should not fear to delegate responsibilities, or to put
it in better terms, to point out to others areas of
opportunity where the saints may serve.

5. Taking back from another a specific effort or ministry,
because of a perceived lack of quality or performance,
or redoing another’s work is a sure recipe for creating
dependence upon oneself.

%A good test of faithfulness is how converts reaadtie’s absence. So Paul
wrote, “So then, my dear friends, just as you halveays obeyed, not
only in my presence but even more in my absenasjrage working out
your salvation with awe and reverence, for the lorireging forth in you
both the desire and the effort—for the sake ofgbisd pleasure—is God”
(Phil. 2:12-13).
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By these and other simple means, we may cultivate in others
faithfulness to Christ as Lord and Savior and make our
missions effective.

Utility

Third, our missions efforts will be effective when saints
become useful to the Lord as His instruments. American
churches, paradoxically, hire involvement ministers, putting
people on full-time salary to get the “regular church members”
involved in the work. Most missions efforts are blessed in that
such afflictions do not mar the church. However, the
missionary must be sure that he himself does not become his
greatest barrier to the development of gifts and ministridsein t
congregation.

Entrust and Leave.Second Timothy 2:2 is a favorite
missionary verse of many: “and what you have heard from me
in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who
will be ablé* to teach others alst’(ESV). Paul was preparing
Timothy to leave Ephesus in order to join him in Rome. He
wanted Timothy to arrive “soon” (4:9), before winter (4:21). In
his absence, Timothy would need to leave to others the task of
teaching. It was not Timothy's responsibility foroduce
faithful men who were adequate for the task of teaching, but
rather his job was toommitto qualified men that work; it was
not for him to train, but entrust. This entrusting or committing
is that of Jesus’ giving up His spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46).
It is the handing over of a thing or person to the safekeeping or
possession of another. Paul’'s instruction, therefore, is for

Y“The verb “will be able” is from the Gredkikanos “pertaining to being
adequate for something—‘adequate, qualified” (Lo&wWida, Greek-
English Lexicon of the NT Based on Semantic Domaiis2);
“qualified” (NIV); “competent” (NET). The term denes their
effectiveness in teaching.

2NET Bible translates “men” as “people,” noting thét
(anthropoig is generic, referring to both men and women.” dAls
NRSV, NLT. It may be debated if, in this contexguPwas instructing
Timothy, as a single man, to work with the womenvad.
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Timothy, before his leaving Ephesus, to designate qualified
men to teach and delegate to them that responsibility.

The point is this: We do not train or qualify people. They
themselves, by the application of the Gospel to their lives and
by their zealous pursuit of the gift of teaching, are qualified b
God for the task.

Resources GaloreThe missionary must not fall into the
trap of believing his converts when they bemoan a lack of
resources. With every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3), converts everywhere have all they
need to be complete in Christ and to fulfill the task God has
entrusted them. They must not see a bounty of resources as &
panacea, since the Corinthian church was “not lacking in any
gift” (1 Cor. 1:7 NASB), but was full of problems. Jesus sent
out his first disciples with empty hands and when they
returned, he asked, “When | sent you out with no money bag,
or traveler's bag, or sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did
you?” (Luke 22:35). His question, as phrased by the NET Bible
and NASB, shows that He expected a negative answer.
Therefore, they responded, “Nothing.” Jesus provides as the
need arise§’

It is through the testing of faith that steadfastness and
sufficiency result. “And let endurance have its perfect effect, so
that you will be perfect and complete, not deficient in
anything” (Jam. 1:4). If there is something lacking, such as
wisdom, it is to God one goes to ask, not to the missionary (v.
5). It was another missionary who reminded saints that “my
God will supply your every need according to His glorious
riches in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

American missionaries are generous to a fault (after all, we
have so much in comparison to other nations), but at times that

*The apparent change in situation, now that bagssavatds would be
needed, is “heavily ironical” (I. H. Marshall, “Lek’ New Bible
Commentary: Revise®21) and not need be understood as undermining
the point above. Earlier, they were welcome evesmh(Laurence E.
Porter, “Luke,” International Bible Commentary1223). Now, they
would encounter opposition.
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generosity may generate in the believers the idea that the
missionary is an exclusive channel of God’s blessing to them.

Tell, take, turn. The Bible provides us with a nearly
infallible process in helping others to develop their gifts. Jesus
used it successfully; we may, also. We might call it ,‘telke,
turn.”

These three steps include the verbal, the visual and the
vocational. We teach, we show, we entrust. They hear, they
see, they do.

First, to_tell. Jesus untiringly taught his disciples. He
seemed to have been inspired by Moses’ injunction to Israel
when he told them “you must teach [God’'s commands] to your
children and speak of them as you sit in your house, as you
walk along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up” (Deut.
6:7). At every opportunity, Jesus spoke the Word of God to His
followers.

Second, to take Jesus took His disciples with Him
wherever He went. One of the purposes of choosing the
apostles, wrote Mark, was for this accompaniment. “He
appointed twelve (whom he named apostles), that they
would be with himand he could send them to preach” (Mark
3:14). The disciples constantly observed what Jesus said and
did. John said, “we have seen” him (1 John 1.1-3). When Peter
declared that Jesus “went about doing good,” he was
remembering all of Jesus’ actions that he personally witdess
Daniel King wrote:

In the training of the twelve the Lord placed high
priority upon their hearing and seeing his words and
works. During the early period of their discipleship
hearing and seeing seem to have been the main
occupation of the twelv¥'

Third, to turn . Jesus turned His followers loose to
practice what they had learned. He sent out His disciples on

“Daniel H. King, Sr.At the Feet of the Master Teaci@&uardian of Truth,
1997): 141-42.
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practice rung? Limited Commissions. They went out, returned
and were debriefed. Another time, when Jesus took three up on
the mountain and left nine below, utter failures occurred, and
there was another teaching moment. All this is to say that the
converts must be trusted with utilizing their gifts and
opportunities for the progress of the Gospel and entrusted with
the responsibility of carrying forward the task.

Conclusion

In missions efforts, let us think more of being effective
than efficient. Let us think of quantignd quality. Let us think
of converts as equals rather than dependents. Let us think in
spiritual terms more than material or practical.

Three elements will guarantee effective missions:
evangelism for eternity, edification for fidelity and entrustrn
for utility. With our work focused on these, we may be sure of
doing more things that will last after we are dekalthe glory
of God!

Biographical Sketch

Randal and his family have lived and worked in Brazil
since November, 1984. He editsorthright Magazine
(forthright.net) and BrotherhoodNews.com.

™The purpose of this mission was twofold. It wastlgato give the

apostles some practical training in missionary waylkway of preparing
them for their later responsibilities as envoyshte world (see on 3:14),
and it was designed also to bring without delagganany Galileans as
possible the call to repentance” (Stephen S. SHdark,” IBC: 1163).
A.B. Bruce says this commission “was partly, withodoubt, an
educational experiment for their own benefiTrdining of the Twelve
99).
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By Loy Mitchell

Introduction.

“Reports are a waste of time.”
“Who reads them anyway?”
“They should trust me.”

Body.
Were Reports Made in the First Century?

1.
2.
3.
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Look at Samaria (Acts 8:14).

Look at Peter and the Gentiles (Acts 11:1-4, 18).

Look at Barnabas and Paul (Acts 14:27).

Look at Paul, Barnabas, Judas and Silas (Acts 15:30-
31).

Look at Paul and Silas (Acts 16:4-5).

Look at Paul who sent Timothy (Phil. 2:18-24).

Look at Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:19-24).

Look at Timothy and the Thessalonians (1 Thess.
3:6-10)

hy Are Reports Important?

They cause rejoicing (Acts 15:1-3, 30-31),

They produce conversions (Acts 9:32-43).

They produce strength (Acts. 16:4-5).

They produce boldness (Phil. 1:12-14).

They produce thanksgiving and action (Phil. 4:14-
18).

They produce Scripture reading (Col. 4:16).

They produce prayers (1 Thess. 5:25; Heb. 13:18)
They produce action to help the needy (2 Cor. 8:1-5)
Financial Reports Necessary?

Have witnesses (Acts 11:27-30).

Churches were represented by different men (Acts
20:4).

Be honest (2 Cor. 8:16-21).
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married Debra Griffin. They continue with the mission and
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By Stan Mitchell

I. | saw that material possessions and money was nhot
life’s most important achievement.

“Then he said to them. ‘Watch out! Be on your guard
against greed. A man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessior{ftike 12:15)

| never missed the “finer things of life” until I left Aga. |
only realized how little we had when | returned to the US for
college. | remember a young woman (finally) confiding in me
that | would “get more” dates if | had a car, and was thus able
to take girls to places that were off campus. | can remember
being surprised that a car was considered an essential guality
the young man one might date...silly me. | was thinking of
things such as Christian character, consideration for others and
unselfishness!

There is a seductive element to wealth, pleasure and
materialism. We are human, and therefore, drawn to these
things.

A. | Learned to Appreciate Other Cultures.

“I now realize how true it is that God does not show

favoritism but accepts men who fear him and do what

is right.” (Acts 10:34-35)

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the father, and of the
son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am
with you always, even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:19-20)

| saw that God loves people of other races.

B. Ilearned to becounter cultural

| learned what it meant to stand for principle in a society
that held unchristian views. For instance, in white ruled
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Rhodesia, there was a great deal of prejudice toward people of
color. Often my friends would query me on the usual
guestions: “Why don’t you go to dances?” “Why doesn’t your
church use ‘music?” But one of the toughest was when we
were asked why we socialized (we called it fellowship!ijhw
black people. It wasn't easy to maintain the rightness of
treating Africans with respect and even love in a crowd as
racist as teenage boys at school! And | must admit | felt a
degree of discomfort with the subject. To his credit, my dad
was steadfast. Africans visited us, ate with us, befriended us.
He was known derisively as “that American Kaffir lover,” but
he knew what was right in God'’s sight.

This was an important question, not because Rhodesian
society was ungodly and wrong, but because all human
societies tend to be either apathetic toward God’s will, or
outright hostile to it!

“Do not be surprised if the world hates yo(1” John

3:13)

| think Christians are often naive about the world’s
intentions, and are surprised when society turns out to be
antagonistic to God’s ways. Early Christians tended to be more
realistic because opposition to God’s ways was more obvious.
It's harder to make the distinction today because the pressures
are more subtle.

C. | saw how the Restoration Principle could be

applied across cultural boundaries.

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away(Matthew 24:35)

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word
of our God stands forever(lsaiah 40:8)

D. Culture Shock on Return

(Our family’s return to the US, sitting in an assembly
Sunday morning, the song leader’s hand went down, and we let
out an enthusiastic rendition of the hymn in question. We
quickly became aware that we were the only ones doing so.
Some moved their mouths, but little sound came forth; others
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simply sat, arms folded and refused to offer praise to God.)

These days there is a lot of good literature on culture shock
that can help forewarn the missionary when he goes to another
land. You have probably read some of the stages:

1. The “tourist” stage, where the new culture is
full of interesting and fascinating people—
“Look at the woman with a baby on her back
and a water pot on her head!”

2. Culture shock, where we begin to realize that
the locals are more than just a curiosity. They
do things differently from us! Locals’ attitude
toward doing things on time elicits
comparisons (usually unfavorable) with the
way it's done back in the States (Ruby and her
frequent comparisons to the way it was done in
Albuquerque).

3. “Going native,” where some missionaries
identify completely with the local culture.

4. Accommodation and compassion, where we
respect the local people, befriend the local
people, learn their way of doing things, without
pretending that we are Americans.

The shock for most missionary kids is upon their return to
the US. They often receive reverse culture shock. Their
upbringing is so different from the American kids, their
family’s financial standing (without credit, home ownership,
and [gasp!] a personal computer!).

Il. 1 have three memories of this experience:

A. That my brother and | reacted to this situation in
different ways, according to our respective ages. |
was in college when | returned, and didn’'t care
greatly that | was different from other kids. | retained
my accent, my African way of thinking. My brother,
who was in junior high had a terrible time, and was
even beaten up by some boys because he talked
differently. Apparently, the junior high mindset
simply cannot accommodate anyone being different.

B. In some ways, | reacted badly, comparing, it must
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have seemed to my friends, everything in the US
unfavorably with Africa. | am appreciative to a
number of my American friends for their patience in
this regard.

There were some things that shocked me that still,
however, defy cultural explanation. A lukewarm
response to service for Christ defies explanation. A
failure to be evangelistic is not a cultural
phenomenon, it is a biblical imperative! A refusal to
sing in worship is simply not justifiable by any factor
except a sinful attitude.

Biographical Sketch

Stan Mitchell, son of Loy and Donna Mitchell, grew up in

Mutare, Zimbabwe. He currently teaches at Freed-Hardeman
University in Henderson, TN.

48



